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she grew agitated and, gaining her father's consent, took
orders tinder the Therl Jinadatta. And studying for in-
sight, she not long after attained Arahantship, together
with thorough grasp of the Norm in form and meaning.

Dwelling in the bliss of fruition and Nibbana, she one
day, after seeking her meal in the city of Patna and dining,
sat down on a sandbank of great Ganges, and being asked
by her companion, the Theri Bodhi, about her previous
experience, she related it by way of verses. And to show
the connection of her former and latter replies, these three
stanzas were inserted by the Eecensionists :

In the fair city of Patna, earth's fairest city,
Named for its beauty after the Trumpet-flower,1
Dwelt two saintly Sisters, born of the Sakiyas, (400)
Isidasl the one, Bodhi the other.
Precept-observers, lovers of Jhana-rapture,
Learned ladies and cleansed from the taint of all

worldliness.     (401)
These having made their round, and broken their

fasting,

Washed their bowls, and sitting in happy seclu-
sion,

Spake thus one to the other, asking and answer-
ing :    (402)

6 T^ou hast a lovely mien, Isidasi,

Fresh and unwithered yet thy woman's prime,

What flaw in the life yonder hast thou seen,

That thou didst choose surrender for thy lot ?* (403)

Then in that quiet spot Isidasl,

Skilled in the exposition of the Norm,

1 PataJipntta. On the rise of this city as the capital of the Mauryan
dynasty, and the Buddha*s prophecy of that rise, see Bhys Davids,
Buddhist Suttas, si.7 pp. xv. 18; Buddhist India, pp. 262 ff., where
the testimony of Megasthenes is largely quoted.